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by the license their leader allowed that he believed
the Emperor would not venture to disgrace him,

If Ferdinand feared Wullenstein's dangerous ambi-
tion, he was loath to dismiss a general at whose name
an army had collected strong enough to insure vie-
tory and overawe opposition. But the complaints
of his allies and of the electors, from whom he de-
sired to secure his son's election as King of the
Romans, at last obtained his consent to Wallen-
stein's overthrow. Father Joseph attended the
council where this was decided upon, and it was
said his insidious advice had much to do wilh Wal-
lenstein's dismissal, However this may be, the
general was relieved of his command, and to the
surprise of most, he submitted without resistance.
"The Emperor has been betrayed," he said; " I
pity him, but I forgive him,*' He withdrew to
Bohemia, where he lived in strict retirement, waiting
until Ferdinand In his sore need should again call
him from his retreat,

The loss of their commander was a serious one to
the imperial armies, when for the first time they
were to be opposed by a great general; and in the
hour oi Ferdinand's great prosperity the condition
of affairs was changed by the appearance of a new
enemy. Apparently the Emperor had little to Fear
from Sweden; that kingdom was neither populous
nor rich | it was far removed, and had taken little
part in German politics. But the Swedish King
was Gustavus Adolphus, a man of thirty-six, who
had gained reputation as a valiant soldier; he was
ambitious, he was a fervent Protestant, and wase BUCCCIB of Ferdinand's policy wouldcity in his farewell counsel"TKeree, whichforms of taxation which added to their burden.
